2l8       THE AWAKENING  OF  MODERN  EGYPT

drawal of the British troops from Egypt in a convenient period."
Turkey appointed as special commissioner Mukhtar Pasha,
known as El Ghazi because of his triumph in war over the
Greeks. Mukhtar and Wolff met in Cairo, and after long
negotiations a convention was signed at Constantinople in
May 1887 by Wolff and the Turkish plenipotentiaries.
According to this convention it was agreed that at the expira-
tion of three years from the date of the convention, Her
Britannic Majesty's Government would withdraw its troops
from Egypt. If at that time there was any appearance of danger
in the interior or from without, the evacuation would be post-
poned until the disappearance of the danger, and then the
British troops would'withdraw immediately.

It was also laid down in the same article that after the with-
drawal of the English troops and the ratification of the con-
vention,   the  Powers  would  be   asked  to  guarantee  the
inviolability   of   its   territories.    Both   governments  were
authorised by the convention to send troops to Egypt in case
of danger, and agreed to withdraw their troops as soon as the
causes that had led to their intervention disappeared. As it
was stipulated in the convention that the Powers would be
asked to adhere to its terms, diplomatic opposition soon began
after its signature by the plenipotentiaries. France and Russia
were loud in their protest before the Sultan. The convention,
in their eyes, was tantamount to a partnership between
Turkey and Britain in governing Egypt. By the convention,
the Sultan was told, England would legalise her illegitimate
position in Egypt by an international agreement. The Grand
Vizier was reproached by the Russian Ambassador for having
"gratuitously sacrificed the rights of the Sultan to England."
France considered the convention a partial abdication of the
Sultan's rights over Egypt.  The two ambassadors said that
the ratification would warrant their countries in occupying
Turkish provinces, leaving them only when instruments
similar to the Egyptian convention between themselves and
the Porte had been ratified. Both France and Russia employed
extreme pressure on the Sultan to withdraw his consent, so
that ia the end the convention was not ratified and Wolff had
to leave Gomtantinople empty-handed.1

* Parfjaiaeatayy Papers: Egypt Wolff to Salisbury, n and 15 July 1887.